
 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

Due: XX/XX 

Points: 

 

I. Why are we doing this? 

 

With your annotated bibliography, you began the process of extracting 

useful information from your sources and identifying ongoing conversations 

in writing studies. Now that you’ve got those elements in place, it’s time for 

you to shift the focus from what each source is saying separately into what 

they are saying together. This will take you a step closer to providing your 

future audience of writing studies scholars or Stylus readers with an efficient 

context for your work. 

 

Literature reviews require you to synthesize the information you’ve 

gathered, arranging the relevant points by topic rather than by source. As 

you might have noticed in our work with Stylus, this will more closely mirror 

how you’ll be incorporating sources into your final research paper. Ideally, 

this project will both help you really pin down the specific conversation 

relevant to your work, while also giving you material that can port directly 

over into the introduction section of your final paper. 

 

II. What will you be doing? 

 

You will be breaking the information contained within your sources into 

topics. Each topic will then become a 300-500 word entry in your literature 

review.Each entry should include 

1. a short introduction that defines or identifies the general topic, issue, 

or area of concern, providing an appropriate context for reviewing the 

literature. 

2. A synthesis other people’s research on the topic, directly citing any 

applicable sources. 

At the end of your listed topics, write a 200-250 paragraph that clearly 

states your niche about what is missing, what is controversial, what is not 



 

yet known, or what needs to be resolved in the discussion. Think in terms of 

what’s to come.  

You can establish a niche for yourself in four ways:  

● counter-claiming (“Jones says X is true, but I disagree”), 

● indicating a gap (“We know about X, but we do not know about Y), 

● question-raising (“We know X is true, but why is it true?”), 

● continuing a tradition (“Jones and Smith did excellent work and I 

would like to build on it by...”).  

At the end of your review, you’ll be including a References or Work Cited 

page that lists all your sources in accordance with either APA or MLA 

guidelines.  

 

 

III. How will you know if it’s good? 

 

Make sure that you’re not relying too much on summary. What makes this 

literature review a distinct product from your annotated bibliography is its 

focus on topic and conversation as opposed to just extracting data. Check to 

make sure that you’re organically moving between sources, rather than just 

listing the data from each one.   


